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The Ecuadoran Congress decreed an amnesty May 31 for the military and civilian leaders of
the Jan. 21 coup that ended the presidency of Jamil Mahuad. The amnesty, aimed at aiding
national reconciliation, will not end protests by social groups against the economic policies of the
government. The Army's decision to discharge the officers despite the amnesty will also likely bring
more demonstrations.
"Congress resolves to grant general amnesty to the civilians and members of the armed forces,
authors and participants in the events of Jan. 21-22," read the measure approved by Congress. "This
amnesty is given exclusively for the political crimes and for the criminal processes that have been
initiated or could be initiated."
Although the January coup succeeded in ousting Mahuad, the following day then Vice President
Gustavo Noboa assumed the presidency (see NotiSur, 2000-01-28). On May 25, Galo Pico Mantilla,
president of the Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ), asked Congress to authorize legal proceedings
against Mahuad for his handling of the banking crisis (see NotiSur, 1999-03-19).
Pico Mantilla said his petition was based on complaints by lawyer Victor Granda Aguilar, president
of the Partido Socialista-Frente Amplio de Izquierda, Deputy Napoleon Gomez, a member of the
congressional Comision de Fiscalizacion, and by the Comision Anticorrupcion, which list supposed
crimes committed by Mahuad and former finance minister Ana Lucia Armijos. Congress is expected
to respond to the petition July 2

Officers receive military discipline
The congressional pardon, which lifted criminal charges but left open possible military discipline,
was approved by 90 of the 115 deputies present in the 123-seat unicameral Congress.
Deputies belonging to the conservative Partido Social Cristiano (PSC) opposed the measure. Noboa
said the pardon would reduce tensions between government authorities and the social movements
that have made amnesty a rallying cry. On June 2, after the amnesty was approved, Carlos Jarrin,
president of the Corte Militar de Justicia, ordered the case against the military involved in the
insurrection closed. But possible military discipline worried lawyers for the officers. "Amnesty is
amnesty, and if they decide to impose sanctions, they will be proceeding unconstitutionally, and for
that we have prepared a petition for constitutional protection," said Tito Yepez, one of the defense
lawyers.
Following the congressional action, Col. Lucio Gutierrez, leader of the junior officers who
participated in the January protests, told reporters the strong showing in the May 21 provincial
and municipal elections by leftist parties and sectors with ties to the indigenous movement
demonstrated a high level of support for those involved in the "uprising." He said the elections were
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a sort of plebiscite in which voters approved an amnesty. But "resolving the problems of poverty and
corruption" is more important than an amnesty, said Gutierrez. "Whether they throw us in jail or
release us, if they fail to resolve the underlying causes of the problem, tomorrow there will be a new
uprising and new leaders will emerge. If they only attack the effects of the crisis and not the causes,
the instability will continue."
Gutierrez was rearrested June 5, after only three days of freedom, and held for 96 hours for giving
unauthorized statements to the press. On June 5, the military officers who received amnesty met
with Army commander Gen. Norton Narvaez, who informed them they no longer had the trust of
the armed forces and would be "placed under the Defense Ministry" for 90 days, after which they
would be unposted for six months, a step that would precede their discharge. The affected officers
released a statement saying they would appeal because the decision was unilateral, made without an
investigation, and unfair. They claimed their dismissal resulted from US pressure.
Gen. Charles Wilhelm, head of the US Southern Command, said after an agreement was signed
to give the US use of the military base and the port at Manta that one aim of the Pentagon was
to "reorient" Ecuador's armed forces. "Part of that reorientation is to modify the training of the
Ecuadoran military, to bring it more in line with that received by the armed forces of the Southern
Cone countries or Colombia, in the framework of a repressive doctrine," an unidentified high-level
military source told IPS. To meet that goal, he said, "it is necessary to eliminate progressive elements
that could resist, and this is just the start."
Congressional deputies from the indigenous Movimiento Pachakutik said they would seek to
impeach Defense Minister Hugo Unda if he went ahead with sanctions against the officers, in
violation of the amnesty.

Strikes and protests continue
Meanwhile, various labor and civic groups are continuing their opposition to President Noboa's
economic policies and have said they will resume their marches, protests, and roadblocks if the
army officers are disciplined. The 142,000 teachers affiliated with the Union Nacional de Educadores
(UNE) have been off the job since May 15 demanding better salaries and an end to government
plans to privatize education.
Despite government threats to jail the striking teachers, their protest not only has not diminished,
but has grown in strength. A legislative committee is attempting to mediate the conflict and trying to
set up a meeting with representatives of both sides to search for an agreement. But UNE president
Aracelly Moreno said the government's offer of a 60% salary increase is not enough. Moreno said
even with a 60% raise, teachers' salaries would be less than US$100 a month, while the price of the
family food basket exceeds US$240 a month.
The government is also trying to reach an agreement with several Protestant indigenous groups that
reject the economic measures, especially the 60% increase in the price of gasoline, which has driven
up their agricultural production costs. Antion Perea, president of the Federacion Unica Nacional
de Afiliados (FEUNASSC), said they support the struggle of the teachers and the public-sector
workers. "These actions will not be the last; they will continue until the government understands
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that the country has sovereignty that must be respected," said Perea, referring to the government's
agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Adding to the social tensions is the decision by the Parlamento de los Pueblos to organize a national
general strike June 15-16 against the government's economic measures. The FP, an umbrella group
of unions, students, campesinos, some indigenous organizations, oil workers, electricians, small
merchants, and neighborhood organizations, said the groups would organize the strike to pressure
for immediate changes in economic policies.
If the government is not responsive, the strikers will call for the installation of "a patriotic
government of national unity," said FP president Luis Villacis. The groups also reject the
dollarization of the economy, which Villacis said has "totally failed," despite government assurances
that the new system would reduce inflation.
The government has called on the people for understanding and to make the sacrifices necessary
to come through the crisis. Nevertheless, the latest economic measures have made more precarious
the situation of most Ecuadoran families, because despite accompanying salary increases, prices of
many goods and services increased even more. [Sources: CNN, 05/31/00; El Nuevo Herald (Miami),
06/02/00; Notimex, 05/24/00, 06/05/00; Spanish news service EFE, 05/24/00, 06/01/00, 06/03/00,
06/06/00; Inter Press Service, 06/01/00, 06/07/00; Associated Press, 06/02/00, 06/07/00]
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